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Rural  District  of  Bakewell. 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Sydney  S.  Proctor,  , D,P,H. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Bakewell  Rural  District  Councils 


Gentlemen, 

My  Annual  Report  for  the  Year  1940  is  curtailed  in  accordance  with 
the  MLnistiy  of  Health  instructions  as  given  in.  Circular  2314,  but  I have 
endeavoured  to  give  a brief  summary  of  vital  statistics  for  1939  and  1940. 

Area.  ...  ...  •».  .»• 

Population,  estimated  by  Registrar  General.  ... 

Humber  of  Inhabited  Houses,  Dec.  31st,  1940.  ... 

Rateable  Value  (January  1st  1940)  . ...  ... 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  ( ascertained) . ... 

STATISTICS. 


86,687  acres. 
20,140.  .XT 
5,798.  xT 
£ 106,077. 


k ft  ft  ft  I 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 
Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births.  ...  ... 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births. 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births, 

SiUvITARY  CIRCUMSTAi^CES  OP  THU  AREA. 

WATER  SUPPLIES . 


. 422  : 4 

: 10. 

1939. 

1940. 

15.53 

12.56 

39 .73 

33.83 

13.00 

12.27 

27.21 

23.34 

21.50 

20.40 

133.33 

83.33 

Most  of  the  District  suffered  from  shortage  of  supply.  This  was 
not  entirely  due  to  the  long  spell  of  dry  weather,  but  was  influenced  by  loss 
from  serious  leakages  caused  by  the  exceptionally  severe  winter.  The 'most 
notable  example  was  the  Stoke  Plat  Scheme  where  in  the  middle  of  May,  when 
supply  no  longer  equalled  demand,  the  reservoir  was  already  two  and  a half  feet 
below  top  level." 

, It  is  perhaps  superfluous  to  point  out  the  absolute  necessity  for 

maintaining  an  adequate  Water  Department  •<>rithout  which,  largo  and 

expensive  reservoirs  may  bo  quite  useless. 

It  is  regretted  that  although  a I/hnistry  of  Health  Inquiry  on  the 
Tidoswell  and  Litton  Improvement  Scheme  was  held  in  July,  no  sanction  to  the 
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scheme  v/as  roccivod  during  the  year.  There  is  an  impGxatlv-a-jaG£3d_fc>c^jBpe»^T 
improvement  in.  purity  and  quantity. 

Ministry  sanction  to  the  Bradwoll  Scheme  of  augmentation  and 
improvement  was  not  granted.  The  question  of  plumbo- solvency  after  mixture  of 
Abney  with  Bradwoll  water  is  being  investigated  and  it  is  anticipated  that 
sufficient  data  may  be  available  for  a future  Inquiry. 

SEWERAGE. 

During  the  year  two  new  disposal  works  were  completed.  The  one  at 
Chelmorton  has  functioned  well  and  the  disposal  of  effluent  to  rough  ground  has 
so  far  been  successful. 

The  Winster  works  gave  promise  of  a good  effluent,  but  trouble  was 
experienced  with  the  syphon  of  the  feeding  chamber  to  the  filter  bed. 

The  recent  works  for  Eyam  Woodlands  and  i'lether  Padley  have  functioned 

. \ 

well  after  initial  difficulty  with  the  laundry  effluent, 

SCaVEI'^GIuG. 

The  first  direct  labour  scheme  came  into  operation  during  the  year. 

• Bradwoll,-  Hathersage,  Eyam  Woodlands  and  Dether  Padley  are  grouped  together  and 
.tipping  is  at  Bradwell  and  Hathersage.  As  in  all  now  schemes,  there  have  been 
initial  difficulties  and  complaints.  The  operation  of  a new  scheme  in  wartime 
is  complicated  by  questions  of  salvage  collection  and  labour  shortage.  In  spite 
of  this  a groat  improvement  has  been  effected, 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

The  centralised  scheme  for  slaughtering  and  moat  control  commenced 
in  the  beginning  of  the  year.  The  central  slaughterhouse  for  this  area  is  at 
Bakowell,  .Arrangements  were  made  that  all  inspection  of  carcases  was  shared  by 
the  Inspectors  of  the  three  Districts  concerned  (Bakewell  Rural  and  Bakowell  and 
Matlock  Urban) . A table  showing  total  inspections  is  appended.  Already  it  is 
very  obvious  that  such  a central  scheme  enables  inspection  to  be  carried  out  more 
efficiently.  The  most  noteworthy  feature  is  the  large  number  of  animals  sent  for 
"casual"  slaughter  on  account  of  accident  or  illness.  Under  the  old  system  of 
many  small  slaughterhouses,  it  was  seldom  that  the  Moat  Inspectors  were  notified 
of  " casual"  slaughter,  which  is  naturally  the  type  of  animal  most  needing 
inspection.  It  is  noted  that  during  the  year  the  percentage  of  diseased  meat 
among  "casual"  slaughter  was  two  to  three  times  as  great  as  that  sent  through 
ordinary  channels. 
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MEAT  li^SEECTIOi^  Ui^DER  COi.TROL  SCHEME. 


CARCASES  IImSPECTED  Ax^B  COxmDEMi^jED  . 


by  thu  Meat  Inspectors  of  Matlock  and  Bakowcll  Urban  and  Bakcwoll  Rural  District 

Councils* 


Cattle. 

Calves, 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

iMumber  killed  ( if  known)  . ... 

1 

not  knov; 

1. 

humber  Inspected.  ... 

2,023 

291 

9,426 

1,305 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

• 

Whole  carcases  condemned,  ... 

20 

17 

/ 

22 

5 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  • • • 
was  condemned.  . » . 

394 

3 

133 

20 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis,  ...  ... 

20.46 

6.87 

1.64 

1.91 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned.  .^. 

43 

1 

0 

8 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was.  condemned , ... 

251 

0 

0 

57 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis. 

14.53 

0.34 

0 

4.98 

iimpegtious  diseases. 

The  District  has  been  remarkably  free  from  serious  Infectious 
Disease.  There  wore  few  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria.  The  whole 
country  was  affected  by  a sharp  epidemic  of  Cerebro-^spinal  Meningitis  during  the 
early  part  of  the  year.  There  wore  only  seven  cases  in  this  District.  This 
is  a low  figure  when  one  considers  the  overcrowded  conditions  which  prevail  as 
the  result  of  evacuati<Sh. 

. ho  comment  can  be  made  on  the  figures  for  moaslos,  as  the  disease 

is  only  notifiable  if  attended  by  a doctor.  The  figure  given  must  be  only  a 
fraction  of  the  total  number  of  cases. 


f 


A 

PREyALEiiCiC  ■■  OF  li^Po^TIOUS  DISEASE  DURING 
THE  LAST  FIVE  YEARS. 


Disease, 

1936. 

1937. 

1938. 

1939. 

1940. 

Smallpox . ...  , , , 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

!;  Scarlet  Fovor,  ...  ,., 

74 

66 

27 

24 

12 

■ Diphtheria,.  ,., 

8 

9 

. 8 

3 

3 

Enteric  Fever,  ...  ,,, 

0 

0 

0 

0 

- 0 

■ Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

8 

0_ 

3 

0 

3 

Pneumonia.  ...  ,,. 

24 

37 

24 

39 

24 

Erysipelas,  ...  ... 

12 

8 

17 

11 

9 

Polio-mye li ti s . , . , 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

• o • • • • • 

■ ■ 20 

3 . 

9 

0 

0 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever,  ... 

0 

0 

1 

0 

7 

Undulant -Fever . ... 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms). 

14 

22 

15 

11 

13 

'•'Measles.  ...  ... 

191 

'•Whooping  Cough,  ... 

57 

'^i'lotifiablo  since  ijovombor,  1939. 


EyACUATIOi^ . 

lb  was  anticipated  that  about  tho  middle  of  the  year  there  would 
be  a large  influx  of  evacuees'  under  the  second  ovacuation  scheme.  The  Ministry 
of  Health  urged  tho  provision  of  a Hostel  to  accommodate  any  children  who 
might  be  unfit  to  go  straight  to  billets.  Groat  difficulty  was  experienced 
in  finding  suitable  promises,  but  eventually  a house  at  Monsal  Hoad  was  leased, 
furnished  and  adapted  for  tho  accommodation  of  approximately  twenty  children, 

‘ Following  tho  use  as  a reception  Hostel  it  was  intended  that  the  premises  be 
‘ used  as  a Sick  Bay  for  evacuees. 

So  far  as  this  District  was  concerned  no  largo  scale  official 
evacuation  did  take  place  and  in  October,  at  tho  request  of  tho  Ministry  of 
Health,  we  admitted  nine  "difficult"  children  evacuated  to  Bolper  urtTwri  District, 
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It  vras  tuodorstood  that  accommodation  was  to  bo  of  a tomporary  character,  but 
the  children  still  remain  with  us,  and  in  the  meantime  it  was  impossible  to 
admit  cases  of  scabies,  while  verminous  evacuees  from  neighbouring  bombed  areas 
had  to  be  admitted  and  cleansed  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  present  position  is  quite  unjustifiable.  Here  are  premisos 
intended  for  evacuees  in  this  District  which  cannot  be  used  because  a 
neighbouring  district  has  failed  to  provide  sufficient  accommodation  for  its  own 
needs. 


I have  the  honour  to  bo,  Gentlemen, 

Tour  obedient  Sorvan-^^'"  ^ 


Medical  Offxcor  of  Health. 


Bath  Street, 

Bakewoll* 


July  21st,  1941 


\ 


